
Shelly Hamilton has a blog on the importance of the hymnal. 

You can tell the direction of a church by the music it sings. 

- Lack of Congregational Singing  

o “The Slow Death of Congregational Singing” by Michael Raiter (Australian writer) – They 

used a quote/illustration from this book. 

o Usually when there is a worship team up front, the congregation will not sing much. The 

people become more spectator and Christianity is not a spectacular activity. The people 

do not feel a part, and this will also be seen in their lack of giving to missions etc. 

o The loudness of the worship team covers up the problem that the people are not really 

singing. 

o Sometimes the leadership of those wanting the screens can bring in use of the 

syncopated drums with beaty guitars and the whole lifestyle that comes with that. 

o Now that people’s hands are free from hymnals, they sometimes are dancing during the 

singing. 

- There can benefits from using a screen (but it should not be used for all times; there are losses 

when we forsake hymnals.) 

o People are not looking down at their hymnals. 

o They are all singing melody with a strength (unison). 

o Some of the newer songs do not work well for four-part singing.  

o Having the notes and lyrics both on the screen is better than just the lyrics. 

What are benefits of using a hymnbook in corporate worship? 
• The hymnbook is a wealth of sacred songs for the enrichment of the church musically and doctrinally. 
•The hymnbook is full of transcripts of the lives of saints through the ages that have stood the test of time. 
•The heart of our Christian faith is written in its songs, not just contemporary, but those written 
throughout church history. 
• Our faith can be strengthened by the testimony of hymn writers. 
• The hymnbook allows one generation to be joined to another by a “golden chain of praise” (Gillman). 
Gillman wrote a really good book on the history of hymns. 
• There is great value in teaching the congregation to read music. Nothing can replace the experience of 
the worshipper when voices are united together in the beautiful harmonies a hymnbook provides. 

o The congregation should participate and not just be spectators. When they sing together, it 
unites the hearts together. 

o You will want to teach the people how to read music. They will use it for the rest of their lives. 
• The page of music is a visual image of a song already well-loved. 

Scripture memory  

- For Bible verses AND HYMNS, have just the first letter of each word on a sheet. 

- With Dr. Garlock’s class of 500 people, he would have 100-150 people come early to do this 

style of memorizing tons of Bible verses. 

Music and Emotion 

- “Music keeps lyrics in your mind.” (Shelly Hamilton) 

o The music needs to be easy to sing and memorable. 

o They can learn doctrine and not even know it. 



- The emotion in our singing should come from the thrill of the doctrine. We should not put the 

emotion before the truth.  

- There is nothing wrong with repetition, but it should be done judiciously. Music should have 

emotion, but it should be more melody and text driven and not emotionally driven. The 

emotion should come from the doctrine and not from the music building it up. 

- The music should match the words. With the songs that last, the music fits the words. 

- On my phone, Jared has a recording of Shelly Hamilton talking about her Dad’s uncle who was a 

missionary in West Africa and saw how repetitive music with drums (and etchings on their face 

similar to tattoos) was used by the cannibalistic people especially before they ate someone. 

- “Go Figure” is something Dr. Garlock wrote about the connection between how some people 

use music and filling people with evil spirits. 

- Our dancing of today is not like what King David did. (Jared has other writing materials that go 

more in depth about what King David did and how David’s actions are not a good argument for 

modern worship dancing.) 

- Music can speak to the heart in a way that does not offend. Dr. Garlock gave the example of if 

you tell someone, “Is your all on the altar?” they might get offended, but they are not offended 

when they sing it. 

- Dr. Donald Hustad in his book Jubilate says, “Evangelicals have been known as ‘people of the 

book.’ Actually, we are a people of two books, the Bible and the hymnal.” 

Singtimes/Favorite Requests  

- Dr. Garlock had some singtimes where the older people requested the newer songs, and the 

younger people requested the older hymns. 

Martin Luther and Music 

o Martin Luther wrote hymns in four-parts and taught them to the people. His critics said, 
“the people are singing themselves into the Lutheran doctrine.” 

o “His own musical skill was considerable. He is remembered for his ability in both 
theology and music.” Shelly Hamilton 

o Dr. Garlock is a musical theologian or a theological musician. So many musicians do not 

know what the Bible teaches, and many theologians do not know what the music should be. 

o Luther wanted to get everyone to sing in stark contrast to the Gregorian chant. 

o In the preface to his hymnbook, Luther said, “These songs have been set in four parts 

for no other reason than because I wished to provide our young people (who both will 

and ought to be instructed in music and other sciences) with something where by they 

might rid themselves of amorous and carnal songs, and in their stead learn something 

wholesome.” 

o Luther’s enemies declared, “Luther has destroyed more souls by his hymns than by his 

writings and speeches.” 

o In the 16th century, Martin Luther “gave the German people in their own language the 

Bible and hymnbook, so that God might speak directly to them in His Word, and that 

they might directly answer Him in their songs.” 

 



Dr. Garlock prays for 400 young people (I think he means particularly those in the Christian music 

ministry). 

 

Music that does not mimic … 

- Some newer hymns are very well written, but the style in which those writers are singing it is 

more contemporary. Not a hard rock but a more contemporary or drum rhythm driven music. 

Majesty Music pulls away from how they sing it. We need to be careful in what we choose to 

sing. Even those in themselves, you can sing those songs conservatively. She is not against using 

them at all, but if you use a steady diet of those hymns in your church, people are going to 

wonder how you found those hymns, and they will go look, and then when they see how the 

musicians online sing/perform them the people in your church will assume that their 

musical/pastoral leaders are fine with how those song are performed. We need to be careful of 

using songs from that style and be careful of using songs that are very syncopated and very 

obviously syncopated dominated and try to clean them up. Some of those songs are very rock 

driven.  

- Association 

o Teenagers especially will put us on a line and look for inconsistency. People may accuse us 

of having a line, but Dr. Garlock said everyone has a line. Their line might not be where his 

is, but you better draw a line. Find your standards, draw the line, and follow it. 

o Whatever you do, there will be people who criticize you. 

o Whatever you do, follow God and don’t worry so much about what other people say.  

o When Dr. Garlock and Mrs. Hamilton visited a prison, there were standards: 

▪ No see through clothing 

▪ No holes exposing any skin 

▪ Shoes had to have backs on them 

▪ No revealing shirts or plunging collars 

▪ Sadly, many churches don’t have the standards that our federal prisons have. 

o Have to include the matter of time. 

▪ You will find people in an area that disagree with you on some doctrines, but if 

the song you are looking agrees with you doctrinally etc. then you can use it. 

▪ Liberals will make a big deal of going way back and finding a problem from the 

past so they can disregard what the person may believe today even if it is 

drastically changed since the past. 

o Association has to come in to play. You cannot ignore it. 

▪ Even the news anchors of Fox have to wear suit and tie. It gives a level of 

respect. 

▪ Air pilots, if representing their company, they have to be well dressed. 

o In many churches, they brought in a little of the contemporary music, and the leaders 

kept going farther and farther. Now the churches standards are way off like, ladies can 

wear tight pants, people can drink, etc. 

▪ Oftentimes when churches bring a progressive movement into their church, the 

conservative people leave, and the people who wanted it don’t think they went 

far enough so they leave, too. The people who stay choose to stay because it is 

their home church and are afraid to leave or fight it. 



▪ If you have a large group of people who do not like your music, you are dividing 

the church, and that is not good. 

▪ Dr. Garlock has research from a psychologist that says rock music is addicting. 

When churches go that way, they will want more and more. You will not be able 

to please them. If you compromise with them, they will still leave because you 

did not go far enough. 

▪ The Gifts of Pain is a book by a doctor who works with lepers. He said that once 

you go a direction, you will not satisfy them because they will want more. 

• Some people will say, “Now that we do music in a church without the 

drums, it seems lifeless to me.” 

• The same can happen for people who drink wine and then drink grape 

juice, the grape juice will seem lifeless because it does not have the 

addicting part of alcohol. 

- Dr. Garlock mentioned a study of music in Sweden, where they put pulse meters in people’s ears 

when they are singing together. At the beginning, their hearts are beating differently than each 

other, but when they sing together (particularly hymns the study says) their hearts start to beat 

together. Singing as a congregation gets their hearts beating together. From the music, the 

music leader should have the people ready to be preached to so that the preacher doesn’t have 

to say a joke to get the people ready. 

 


